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She had a fine colour, her eyes sparkled and she was per-
fectly at her ease and conversed with great vivacity with
the gentlemen. Mrs. Madison expressed a wish that she
would play and sing, as she had heard that she played
most elegantly. But Mary declined. Had it been a
squeeze, I should have urged her playing, but in so thin
a room, I knew she would be too conspicuous. I will
not deprive Mary of an opportunity of displaying her
descriptive powers and therefore will say nothing of the
appearance of the French Legation, which was superb,
but not so genteel as the plain clothes of the English.
The circle, last evening, was not so imposing, as the first
drawing room the girls went to last winter and even if
it had been I do not think Mary would have been in such
ecstatics. Mary is much more quiet in the expression
of her feelings and on that account a much greater favo-
rite with my good husband. I never knew Mr. Smith to
be so much pleased with any young person, he frequently
when alone commends her in the highest terms. I could
spend my whole life happily with Mary, I never before
have met with a disposition which so perfectly accords
with mine.

I now begin to feel settled. My domestic arrange-
ments are all made and my servants so good that I have
nothing to do. I scarcely realize I am keeping house.
The change from our country establishment is very
agreeable. There I had such a variety of things and per-
"sons to attend to without, as well as within doors, and a
kitchen so crowded with farm servants and children, that
I had little pleasure in performing my household duties.
But here I have a most excellent woman in the kitchen,
who keeps the key of the store room and goes thro' her
work without requiring any direction from me. A very
good girl does the chamber work and washing, an un-ral impassioned speeches.of the English came to him for   *    |
